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Startup Tsunami

2020 7,000+
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 Fifth Wall – Hines, British Land, Mitsubishi Estate, CBRE, Prologis, 

 RETV, Simon Ventures, Brick & Mortar

 Brookfield, CEMEX, Grosvenor Hill, JLL Spark

 LatAm - $4.6 billion VC dollars; ~8% Colombia according to LAVCA

 Kaszek Ventures, ALLVP

Startup Tsunami
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 Lots of dry powder

 Focus on solving real problems; nice-to-have shifts to must-have

 Many won’t survive, many will be created

 Historically, some great companies created during tough times

Startup Tsunami
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“VCs are funding the R&D for the real estate 

industry.”  – Brad Greiwe, Fifth Wall
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“Using technology to break real estate use apart 

and put it back together into something more 

productive . . . unlocking overlooked asset 

value.”  
– Prof. Dennis Frenchman, MIT
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 Mondelez, Barclays, Nationwide, Facebook, Twitter, Coinbase, 

Shopify, Morgan Stanley announce permanent shift to remote

 Uses converge

 “Hotels are pitching their rooms as temporary offices for workers 

craving peace and privacy” – Wall Street Journal 

 Virtual Office

Real Estate Fracking – the COVID effect
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“The future of work is dynamic; going 

beyond just distributed and remote work.”

– Armen Vartanian, Okta
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90% of the data in the world today has been 

created in the last two years alone.  – IBM

[The digital universe] is doubling in size every 

two years.  – EMC/IDC
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 Transactions
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VR/AR
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Getting Smarter: residential

 Transactions

 Mixed reality

 iBuyers



© MIT Center for Real Estate

Construction is Going Digital
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Going Digital

 Design

 Delivery

 Wearables

 Exoskeletons

 Virtual Assistant

 Robots
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 VC = industry R&D

 Fracking optimizes + unlocks value

 The future of work is dynamic

 Real estate is getting smarter

 Construction is going digital

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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FINAL THOUGHTS
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“We always overestimate the change that will 

occur in the next two years and underestimate 

the change that will occur in the next ten.”   

– Bill Gates
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“I would like to die on mars…just not on impact.”   

– Elon Musk, SpaceX
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TM
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Learn More:

http://realestateinnovationlab.mit.edu/

https://www.unissu.com/

http://www.CREtech.com/

https://propmodo.com/

https://builtworlds.com/
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